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On the second day of school after the
Suinmer vacation 1 began to be soile-
wihat acquainted with the new element
that had entered my roomn to take the
place of the ambitious class that had
just gone up higher.

I had seen the most of them about
the building for a year or two, and the
teacher who had sent them up from
the grade below sent most of their ren-
utation along with them.

She did pot consider her duty done
wuntil she had reported to me each case
of insubordination usually accompan-
fed Dy remarks commendatory of her
own management, together with sug-
gestions to the effeet that I follow the
same course of management for the
ensuing vear.

Thus I knew quit bit of their his-
tory, and was full¥ prepared to see
Janet wiggle until my own nerves be-
£an 1o respond, to see the little Norsk
fellow look at me as if I were a spook
whenever I asked him a question and |
T e on the gqui vive for the chap that
was always watching for an opportuni-
¥ for mischief and was always improv-
dng it

But T thought it would have been
more [nteresting if 1 could have found
out a few of these peenliarities for
myself, and I felt convineed that 1
could have met these children on a bet-
ter footing if the rule had not been re-
vised and I had not had “their virtues
written in nonpareil and their faults in
‘Dig long primer."”

Next year when my co-worker in the
grade below comes to me with her re-
hiearsal I shall kindiy but frankly sug-
gest that those mines of hidden wealth
be left all undiscovered to me.

I would like the opportunity just once
o follow the example of the immortal
Gartiela when he began a new school,
and study each Little intelleet in a free
and untrammeled manner when 1 seek
my repose at night.

I am somewhat in the habit of going
Jinmediately to the Land of Nod, but if
1 had all that new psyehologieal nmiate-
rial to study out, perhaps I mizht man-
Age to cheat Morphens a tritle.

There were some early surprises for
me. however. The most startling came
Trom a little girl who was a stranger.
Her mother had accompanied her when
shie first came, and had expressed great
regrel that she was compelled to leave
Ther in my grade.  “For"™ she said, “she
reads just beautifully in the Fourth
Reader and you can’t think how much
zeography she knows." The prineipal,
however, was unappreeiative, and in-
sisted] that she be put in a room with
children of her own age,

She had read for me, and seecmed to
undder=tand her work, but when a lit-
tie later | distributed some copies of
“tiappy Days" and called on her to
read, you ean imagine my  astonish-
ment when she utterly failed to make
any headway. I asked her what was
the trouble.  She did not know the tirst
word

“Spell it

“I ean’t.”

“¢lan’t” Why not?*

Was the child erazy?

“How can you read in the Fourth
Readers™

“{ Enow the words there.”

FFast!

O, wmystery explained! The poor ehild
had been tinght by a method that
aade her acqguainted only with the
words contained in Swinton's series,
1 have not decided yet just what 1 shall
do with her, but 1 koow she is going to
Do a trial

Thie secomd slll’pl'im- I had was when
1 gave to each pupil a paper on which
I had drawn a cirele] with instractions
1o 61l a continent in this hemisphere,
On looking the papers over. I found
That one lirtle fellow had written in the
cirele “A continent is a large body of
land surounded by water.” This was
his wental picture of a contirgnt!

But he Lhad not heen tanght in our
school where every child is expected,
as far as possible, to get the ideas of
goography into form and where pre-
liminary work in geography is made a
delizght to every one of them,

It that lirtle fellow with the word-
fdea of the continent had become used
to our maps of typical land formations,
he wonld not have needed to use his
cumbersome detinition in the eircle.

This Sepiember weather is simply
erushing, amd when the mercury is up
in the nineties these irregularities are
an awful drain on the vitality of us
teachers. lowa Normal Monthly.

SBome First-Weeck Commenta, ‘
i
i

Hints on Teaching Geography.

Among the so-called colmon
branches no other one seems to bhe re-
ceiving so much attention from persons
interested in education as geography.
There is a widespread feeling that this
subject is not generally taught in such
a way as to be either interesting or
fruitful. Now, we are thoronghly con-
vinced that no subject of school study
iz better caleulated both to awaken
deep Interest in the pupils and to bear
fruit than this, if it be rightly taught.
‘One reason is that it deals with things
so iptimately connected with dally
life, even from the earliest years. An-
cother is that it furnishes the mind with
vivid pletures more readily than any
other of the common studies,

He who teaches geography well must
never lose sizht of the two thoughts
just suggested.  In any stage of the
study. whatever s brought before the
pupil for his consideration and acqui-
gition must be set In its relation to man
—+o bis pleasure, his comfort, his pro-
,gress, and the supplying of wants, As
Frof. Guyot pointed out years ago, ge-

wography includes a knowledge of the

" earth and man—that 12 1n the!r rela-

tion to each other. Now, it Is the easl-
est thing in the world to get a child, in
his early years, to see and (eel some of
the most important of these relaticns,
Iie walks upon the earth from the first,
he notes the features of land and warer,
he feels the effect of the weather and
of the seasons, he sees the development
of plant life and animal life. He is
also born into politieal, economis and
social relations of which geography
takes account. Henee, from start to
finish, if the right course be taken with
him, the papil is vividly conscious of a
personal relation to the matter of his
stindy.  Sueh a econsciousness is sure
to beget an ablding interest such as Her-
bart so persistently pleads for.

Do Our Schools Promote Joyousness 7

A few weeks since a school boy in
Cincinnati committed suieide by taking
poison. According to the newspapers,
the boy was despondent because of the
low average he had taken in school,
and sought in this desperate way to
put an end to his troubles. The sad
incident is well titted to beget serious
and searching inquiry by teachers and
by parents into the working of the
system which may be supposed to be
in some measure responsible for the
sad quenching of a young life. We do
net know whether any vigorous and
thoroungh investigation was made into
the c¢ircumsiances, but, if not, there
ought to have been such an ingquest, It

| is but seldom, we may believe, that the

native buoyancy and hopefulness of
youth can be so completely erushed out
as to leave a young lad the vietim of
utter despair. But even one such inci-
dent suggzests many questions touching
the school systems of the day, which
are worthy of the most painstaking
thought. One of these gquestions, sug-
gested by the New York School Jour-
nal, we commend specially to the atren-
tion of our readers. Very much is im-
plied in ir. “Does it (the school) culti-
vate the natural joyousness of chil-
dren?” This does not stmply mean, we
take it, Does the school completely sup-
press the buoyaney of spirit which is so
characteristic of healthy c¢hildren ot
school age, bur, rather, Does it tend
to such a result? If so, we may be surs
there is something radieally wrong
with the system or the teacher. We
know of our own observation that there
is such a tendency in some of the To-
ronto schools, which are, on the whole,
we take i, nowise inferior to those of
other loealities,  We have, within the
last year or two, known ecases in which
boys of average parts and brightness
were found to be losimg thelr natural
Joyousness am! becoming morose and
ill-natured under the combined strain
and restraine of school! work and disci-
pline.  But the other day a mother was
comimiseraring the hard ecase of her
boy, who was being kept in night after
night to complete work which he and
many fellow-sufferers were almost hab-
itually unable to overtake in the regu-
lar sehool and home work hours. What
Joy in life ean a young lad have who
an hardly find time, except on Satur-
days and oceasional holidays, for a real,
rousing game? What is more pitia-
ble than a boy of eight or ten with
prematurely staid gait and demeanor,
amd careworn expression, at the age
which nature intended to be filled with
shout and Ianghter and merry antics?
Our contemporary very fittingly quotes
these words from Jean Paul Rieliter:
“I ean endure a melancholy man, but
nupt 3§ melancholy child; the former, in
whatever slongh he may sink, can vet
rafse his eyes either to the kingdom of
reuson or of hope, but the little ¢hild is
entlrely absorbed and weighed down
by one black poison-drop of the pres-
ent. Think of a child led to the seaf-
fold; think of Cupid in a Duteh cofting
or waich a butterfly, after its four
wings have heen torn off, ereeping like
a worm, and you will feel what I

mean,” —Educational Journal.

A Victim of Foothall,

Ident. Leonard M. Price, Second In-
faniry, United States Army, died at the
I'resbyterian Hospital Nov, 1, from in-
juries received in the famons army and
navy football games at Annapolis in
1802, In the serimmage for the ball
Price, who was under the struggling
mass of players, was struck by an un-
known Annapolis player, who fell on
the small of his back with both Knees,
P'rice could not rise, and he was carried
off the field. An examination showed
two fleating ribs on his left side were
broken and internal injuries inflicted
He was sick for some time, but after
he had graduated and gone into the
army it was thought all danger from
his Injuries was past.  While exereis-
ing in his post gymnasinm at Fort Oma-
ha eight wonths ago, he again experi-
enced the old pains. He returned to
his home in Bloomington, 1., where the
famlly physician pronounced his sick-
ness a result of the injuries received
in the football game of 1892, He leaves
a widow and a two weeks’ old child.

Schoolroom Coyrtesy.

Do the children who enter the sehool
room before the opening of school move
about quietly?

Do they salute the teacher as they
enter?

Do they prepare for work in an or-
derly manner?

Are they kind and considerate of one
another?

Are they neat and elean?

Is the teacher an example to the chil-
dren in neatness of personal attire, help-
fulness and courtesy ?=School Eduea-
tion.

Notes.

Mississippt has the least percentage
of white illiteracy of any of the South-
ern States,

Many young lHungarians of Cleveland
have petitioned Superintendent Jones
for a night school, specially adapted to
their needs.

The University of Michigan earoll-
ment will easily reach 3,000 this year.
All this In spite of the medical row and
the lengthening of the law course to
three years. '

BICYCLE BUILT FOR NINE.

Dosstined to Annihilate Space and
Time Alike.

Time is now to be annihilated by the
“nonaplet,” or the bicyele built for
nine, which is the latest novelty in the
cyeling worlkdl,.  Manped by nine
“scorchers,” this machine is said to be
capable of covering a mile in twenty
seconds, or twelve secomds better than
the best railroad record for the dis-
tance, This is also faster than the fast-
est horse and faster than any bird.

Three miles a minute!  The brain
whirls at the thonght. It is even
claimed that the “nonaplet™ can beat
twenty seconds if it were possible to
secure a crew of riders who conld sit
on the wheel during such a dizzy flight,
or it it could be established that respira-
tion would be possible at such a speed.,
But it is well-known that the New York
Central engineer who ran the mile in
thirty-two seconds had no difficulty in
the matter of respiration. This new
flying machine, like many other won-
ders, is a California ereation. The in-
ventor is Alfred Thompson, The ma-
chipe is built of aluminum and weighs
150 pounds. It has a 30-inch wheel, and
its gear will be 225,

Herein lies the seeret of its phenom-
enal speed. A “quad,” or bleyele for
four, manned by the Delmas-Smith-
Jones-Davis team, made a mile in one
minute and thirty-tive seconds even, or
one-half second faster than the horse
Salvator, the holder of the world's rec-
ord for the mile made at Monmouth
Park Aug. 28, 1800,

The best mile ever made on a bicycle
wias by Edwards of California last
spring.  On that occasion he was paced
by the “quad” team above named. The
objeet of “pacing™ a eyelist with a tan-
dem or “quad” 'is to break the wind for
the racer. He follows ¢losely in the
vacuum thus ereated, and thus has the
advantage of suction as well as ab-
sence of wind resistance.  The time—
1:35—made by the “quad” is thus bet-
ter really than ihat made by Edwards,

This “quad” was geared at ninety.
As the speed increases with the gear-
ing it will not be a difficult matter to
alenlate the normal speed of a ma-
chine geared at 225 to be a mile in 38
seconds.  Irom that point the skill and
specd of the riders mast enter into the
caleulation,

In order to understand the possibili-
ties of this wonderful machine it is nee-
essiary to know what is meant by the
term “bieyele gear,”  The gear of a
safety  having  wheels  twenty-eight
inches in diameter is arrived at by
dividing the number of teeth in the
large sprocket by the number of teeth
in the small sprocket, which is on the
hub of the rear wheel, and mnltiply-
ing the quotient by the dinmeter of the
wheel. For instance, 1S (teeth of large
sprocket) divided by S (teeth of small
sprocket) equals 27; this multiplied by
28 wliameter of wheel) equals 63, the
diameter in inches of an imaginary
wheel, each revolution of the pedal of
which would cover a lateral distanee of
16,48 Teet.

The circnmference of a wheel of 63-
inch gear is 19792 inches: the cireum-
ference of the circle deseribed by the
foot on an S-inch erank is 50.26 inches.
For each inch traveled by the foot there
is a progression of the wheel of 304
inches,  Were the erank 615 inches the
progression would be 484 inches, The
apparent gain by the long crank in
power is therefore nullitied by the
greater motion.

The principle of dynamics is well
known. A Dbicyele is a road engine
driven by human power and comes un-
der the same laws as the locomotive,
Freight engines have low gears in the
sense that the eranks are comparative-
Iy near the rims of the driving wheels,
while express locomotives have a short
stroke, or what would represent high
gear in a bicycle,

By comparison it will be noticed that
if an ordinary 25-inch wheel of 3 gear
covers 164 feet with each revolution
of the pedal a wheel geared to 189
wonuld with each revolation of the
pedal cover three times the distance, or
401, feet. It wounld be impossible for
less than nine ordinary men to furnish
the short stroke or high gear power
Jdecessary to maintain the 225 gear.

A World reporter has interviewed a
number of experts In bicycle construe-
tion, and they agree that there is noth-
ing impossible in the claims of the
builder of the California “nonaplet.”
Bieyele machinery is as eapable of de-
velopment as that of locomotives,

The fastest railroad miie on record
was made by the Empire Express on
the New York Central and Hudson
River Railroad May 11, 1803, in a run
of one mile from Crittenden west. This
mile was made in 32 seconds, and was
at the rate of 1121 miles an hour. This
was done with locomotive “D040,” after-
wards exhibited at the World's Fair.
The engineer was Charles Hogan.

Since John 8. Johnson, by wheeling
a mile in 1:35 2-5, beat the great Sal-
vator's record of 1335, no less than
five professionals have beaten the
horse, yet no horse has beaten Salvator.
And now four men on a quad beat Sal-
vator's time, making their own pace,
that is wheeling with all the disad-
vantages of wind. There is a difference
in the Class A record as given in the
World’s Almanac of 1805 of over 22
seconds between the paced and unpaeed
bieycle,

A clalm that it is safe is not advanced
for this bieyele that is to make the race
horse seem a snail. The men who will
ride it will actually take their lives in
their hands. In proof of this are the ac-
counts of the Delmas-Smith-Jones-
Davis “quad” team performance in
California. The Wheel of New York
says when the team made their best
tima half a second better than the fast
horse, after making their mile they
could not stop thelr machine. At the
awful speed they dared not attempt to
back-pedal for fear of belng hurled
from the meat and dashed to pleces,
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and the mach'ma ran severnl mil
along the straight, level road. \\'h:q
the riders alighted from their perilous
positions their faces were blanched the
hue of death, so great had been the
nervous strain amd the fear of acei-
dent—always imminent—which would
piteh them to destruaetion. All foar of
the strong, skillful wheelinen were so
prostrated that they did not attempt to
ride ror weeks,

FORTUNES IN SCRAP IRON.

Matters in Which Railroads Might
Increase Dividends.

Even upon roads where proper fa-
cilities Tor handling scrap are furnish-
ed, we find a lack of appreciation on the
part of many officers of the importance
of thoroughly and frequently collects
ing old material, especially iron. While
¢ertain yards and portions of the right
of way are picked up weekly or even
daily, at other points on the same line
oney: A4 year may be considered often
cnough for a general eleaning up. The
consequence =, under the latter con-
ditions, that we find large quaniities
of iron sinking into the ground or be-
ing covered up with grass, weeds, or
rubbish. Too mueh importance is often
attached o the cost of labor for proper
serap collection, but a laborer going
over every foot of ground, say every
other day, will save many times his
wiages by saving material which woulc
be lost or siolen,

In one case recently the experiment |
was made of sending a laborer out for |
one-half day, with instructions 1o pick
or rather dig up ouly such iron as was
seen partly buried in the ground. The
resuit was that in the half day epough
iron was resurrected o pay the year's
dividend upon a share of the eapital
stock after deducting the wages of the
laborer for the half day. The pieces
of iron saved were mainly litile rhings
which are generally considered too
small to notice, but which rated mostly
as No. 1 wronght serap. Only a small
portion of the total yard was gone over,
and no rails or other lirge matters
were looked for., Such a quest should
be made frequently, and a serutiny of
the results reached would interest many \
a railway officer. On a large road the
sale of serap material amounts to
thousands of dollars annually, and a-

a rule closer amd betrer colleetions of
the same can be made than is the usaal
practice, Railway officers are oo apt
to forget that earnings from semap
sales are just as valuable in the net
financial outeome of the vear as the
similar amounts of money derived from
traflic.—Railway Master Mechanice.
Insect Life.
In every patch of moss exists little
families, commmunitics and nations, that
carry oi the business of life in their
own queer fashion, which, neverthe-
less, affords many parallels to human
Lfe and man's ways of doing things.
These pygmy peoples have their gov-
ernments, their wars, their children
and their homes to look after; they have
servants, household pets and police;
they are eattle raisers, farmers, hunt-
ers amd fishers, and practice all the
handicrafts of men. Take, for a-xnm~|
ple, the paper makers. While the rest
of mankind were writing imperishable
thoughts on all sorts of clumsy make-
shifts, the pith of reeds—ut spirally
and tlattened by pressure—leather, the
leaves of palm trees, wood, stone, clay,
and what not, the Chinese painted their
tiresome treatises on paper; but even
they did not invent paper. Long bhefore
they discoverad how to make ii, the
wasp was manufacturing a firm and
durable article of this valuable sub-
stance, “by very much the same pro-
cess,”" says Mr. James Rennie, “as
that by whieh hnman hands now manu-
facture it with the best aid of chemistry
and machinery.”

-

From Floor to Ceiling.

Some of the old fashions are best,
despite our boasted progress. Tha
French windows that could be set ajar
like so many doors are beginning to
find favor again, because they make
perfect ventilation possible, especially
in those cases where they are to be
found on several sides of a4 house, al-
lowinga current of air to sweep directly
through rooms and to penetrate every
corner. The drawback to the ordinary
windows is that if opened two or three
feet above the floor, when the air pours
in the heavy gases are apt to settle and
stay inside. Even when a room is pro-
vided with a ventilator near the top,
the stratum of impure air above may
remain. With a window extending
from the floor to the ceiling, and made
g0 that it ean be opened wide, a com-
plete change of air in a room is possible.

Scabbards,

Wooden scabbards covered with hand-
ened India rubber are to take the place
of the leather seabbards at present nsed
by the Russian ecavalry. Experiments
made with the new equipment are said
to show that it 1s not affected by frost,
molsture, or the heat of the sun,

Walnuts.

Walnut shells are in demand in Lon-
don for the purpose of adulterating
ground cinnamon, and bring more than
the whole walnuts. The powdered
shells are not distinguishable unless
the microscople examination is an un-
usually careful one. i

Pyritine.

Pyritine is a new explosive, invented
by a man In Bordeaux, who says it is
much more powerful than melinite and
will so reduce the weight of ammuni-
tion that each man will be able to carry
240 rounds without trouble,

Explained,
Mamma—Why do you always run so
fast when sent on an errand, Bertie?
Bortie—Because, mamma, the faster
I run the shorter it always makes the
distance.*-New York World.

There is no help In the case of & woirs
an who can't get a servant,

1 wiger.—Foxeroft,

FERRIED ON A POLE.

Novel Feat Performed by an Aged
Lummberman in Maine,
Although John Cnsack, ex-lumber-
man of Island, in Morehead
lake, is now 65 years of age, he has not
lost his dexterity in executing some of
the ditlicult feats in log-walking that
made his name famous on the west
branch of the Penobscot for many
years., He was in Foxeroft last Saturs
day and, in recounting some of his past
exploits in the office of the exchange
hotel, was bantered by some of ths
boys, who doubted that he could do all
e said he eould, The old man was
game and the upshot of the matter was
that 2 bet between him and Sam Sane
ford, the liveryman, that e would that
afternoon c¢ross the Piscataquis river
Meith no other support than a stick so
small that, rested upon his wrist, he
could hold it out at arm’s length, The
fact that the day was ¢bllly and the
water running almost fee-cold in tha
river was not, to Mr. Cusack's mind,
a circnmstance worth taking into ace

count,

The word quickly passed about the
village of what wuas to be attempted
and at 4 o'clock, the hour set for the
{trial, the banks of the river above the
mill<dam were lined with spectators.
Mr. Cusack appearsd on time, ecarry-
ipg a long pikepole, which was to serve
him as balancing pole and propeller,
and a Sundle conmining a e¢hecked
gingham shirt and drilling overalls,
his substitute for professional tights.
The stick upon which he was to ride
‘was upon the bank, a binding pole
such as is used in securing a lvad of
hay upon a cart., It was the trunk of
a spruce sapling, fifteen feet long, of
four Inches diameter at the butt, and it
aveighed about thirty-five pounds.

Artored in his performing costume
and in his stocking feet, Mr. Cusack
Taunched his stick, pushed it out to
deep water and with a quick spring
landed on it at a point six feet from
the butt, where Xg perched as securely
as 2 rope walker upon a tight rope. The
end of the stick upon which he rested
sank beneath his weight until the wat-
er was breast high to him, while the
forward and smaller end rose from the
water, pointing like a finger mark to
the opposite shore. Using the pike-
pole, held by both hands in the middle
as . double oar, the old man, with a
forward mosion, scooped himself along
at no small rate toward the further
Trank, while two men followed in a boat

,\I (M S

ready to Feseue him in ease of mis-

chance, There wis no occasion for
their services in his behialf. The dis-
tance was 200 vards, but he did not
glacken stroke as he churned along,
his head and shoulders rising and fall-
ing above the chill black waters with
his swift sirokes, while he varied the
monotony of the exercise by an ocea-
sional whoop or shouted compliment
to the ladies among the spectators up-
on the opposite shore,  He crossed the
river in five minutes and landed, fresh
and smiling, amid the applause and
congratulations of the people gatherad
there,

On his return to the starting point,
where the principal erowd was assem-
bled, he gave a further exhibition of
his skill in log riding. Stunding upon
«hie slender submerged stick by skill-
fully shifting his balance he brought
thg end up so that he touched i with

is head, and also =at upon the pole
with head and feet above the surface.
After his return to the hotel he refnsed
all stimulants except a comforting
bowl of ginger tea pressed upon him
by the landlord, and has since shown
no ill effect whatever from his recent
exertion and the severe exposure he un-
derwent. He has offersd to repeat the
performance this week on a similar
Me,, letter to tae

New York Sun.

Horseless Carriages,

Carriages without any horses are al-
ready so common in France that they
excite no comment. Naphtha or pe-
troleum has thus far proved the most
efficacious motive power for carriages,
There are very few horseless vehicles
in which electricity is used as the mo-
tive power, the reason being that elee-
tricians have not yet solved the prob-
lem of practical and economical stor-
age batteries. When the solution comes,
as it undoubtedly will, electric earriages
will probably spring into world-wide
use.

Hats of Wood.

A machine has been pateuted for
making hats out of wood. A log of
wood, cut square, fed to the machine,
is converted into fine strips of wood
much resembling excelsior. It is claim-
ed that when these are moistened they
can be woven much more readily than
straw, and make a durable hat. The
inventor says the substance is lighter
in weight than straw, and that because
of Its easler manipulation and lower
cost it will supersede the straw now
used for kReadgear,

Artificial Rhyme.

There are five or six thousand En-
glish words for which there Is no
rhyma; they can only be employed at
the end of the verse by transposing the
accent, or constructing an artificial
rhyme out of two words. Among other
words to which there are no rhymes
may be mentioned month, silver, liquid,
spirlt, chimney, warmth, gulf, sylph,
music, breadth, depth, width, honor,
iron, echo.

A Present Due.
Mrs, Dix—*1 wonder what present my
husband will bring me to-night.”
Mrs. Hicks—"What makes you expect
one? Is it your birthday?"
Mrs. Dix-—*“No-o; we quarreled thile
morning.”—Tit-Bits, :

Silly George.

“But why have you thrown George
over?”"

“Oh, I hate him! The other evening
he asked me if he might give me a kisg
‘and because [ said ‘No' be dida't)"—
Sketch, ' =

THEY SETTLED IT. 5.

Difliculty Between Deadwood Jach
and Montana Jim.

Deadwood Jack was no seholar, butg
he insisted that he was a gentleman,
The same was the case with Montana
Jim. Therefore when we learned thas
Jack had come over to Cuaster City to
“have it out™ with Jim we felt assured
that it wounld be a genteel affair from
gtart to finish. Jack had put up at the
Last Chance Saloon, written his name
on the Ace of Spades and sent 2 mes-
senger over 1o the Bald Eagle's Rooss
to sy to Jim:

"Compliments of Deadwond Jack,
and he hopes you have no engagement
to prevent your meeting him in the pub-
lic square this evening to setile the lit-
tle misunderstanding that has existed
for several months"

And Jim wrote his name on the Ace
of Spades and instructed the messenger
to say:

"Compliments of Montana Jim, and
D assures 1) J. that it will afford him
the utmost pleasure to shoot at him at
exactly 7 o'c¢lock this evening au the
place mentioned.”

Each was about town during the af-

ternoon, and they encountersd each
other a dozen times. On every occa-
sion ench raised his hat and bowed

amd expressed the hope that the other
was well and happy., At 6 o'clock each
retired 1o his headquariers and care-
fully cleaned and loaded his two guns.
There wuas no brugging or boasting—
no posing for effect. Both were game
men and dead shors, and the
chances were even up between them.
No one Knew the ¢cause of the trouble
between them, and neither man enter-
ed into explanation. At exactly T
o'clock they appeired on opposite sides
of the square, ¢ach with his arms fold-
ed. They approached w._thin thimy feet
of each other and bowed, and then
tocky Mountain Joe gave the word.
Four hands dropped down—four re-
volvers were jerked from their holsters,
and the tirst two shots made Hut one re-
port. Then there was a pop! pop! popl
fuster than oue could eount, and of &
sudden poth men went down. It was
Deadwood Jack who slowly reached his
feol 2 moment later. e had pulled
down his gun to fire when the referee
held up his hand and said:

“That'll do, Jack—he's passed in!™

Montanma Jim had four bmllets in him
—Deadwood Jack had two. The latter
stood there wirh the Llexd dripping
from his hip and shoulder as the erowd
closed in, and then quietly observed:

“Gentlemen, let the funeral be con-
ducted in a dignified, genteel fashion,
aud then send me in the hill by a gentle-
wan!"—Detraoit

bt

Pres Press.
Priving Out the Sea,

Perhaps it is becanse Holland is such
a daimy little morsel that old Ocean
Iongs to swallow her; however that
may be. the people have been forced
to construct great dikes to keep at bay
the white crested wiaves that grind
upon the shore like devonring teeth,
Anild even the dikes do not altogether
Keep out the sea.  Five centuries ago
the lamd which is now coversd by a
erent inland body of water called the
Zuyder Zov was green with waving for-
ests and donted in the clear places with
farms amd pretry eottages. Bur litde
by little the sea ate it up. The Holland-
ers have determined to reelaim if, and
with this eind in view are about to begin
the construction of a gizantic sea-wall
which is to extend from North Holland
to Friesland, and will encloss muell
of the inland sea. Thus the tides will
bo shut out, and the water in the enclo-
sure gradually drained off through a
centml channel, It will be the work
of years to drive out the sesa, hut the
undertaking has been proncunced a
praciical one by eminent engineers., It
is antcipated that 25,000 acres of Jand
will be annunally reciaimed when the
wall, which is to bhe 216 fost wide at
its base, has been completed,

A Heartless Wite,

Norton Wadsworth is one of those
men who are lable o give way to de
spondency. On such  oceasions  he
thireatens (0 commit suicide, Not long
since something went wrongz, and he
safd he would drown himself in the
ristern.

“Xot in the elstorn. We are using
that for drinking water,” replied Mrs.
Wadsworth, who had no nonsense in
her cogmposition.

“Yes, I am going to drown myself in
tha cistern.™

“Very well,” she responded, calmly,
“eot through the rash act as soon as
coavenlent, but take off those shoes
firse.”

“SWhat for?"

“Becagse some man who has got
more sense will be slipping into your
shees, and 1 don’t want them spoiled.
Water pardens shoes, and if he has
corns the hard shoes will hurt them.”

Wadsworth, instead of taking a head-
er and Jisappearing shut the trap-door
of the ¢lstern with such violence that
the neighbors thought burglars were
blowing a safe open,

Darby and Joan.

The term “Darby and Joan” originat-
ed in a popul.r ballad written by Hen-
ry Weadfall in the last century. 1t is
not geberally known that the two char-
actera of the ballad were real persona-
ges,  John Darby and his wife Joan
lived at Bartholomew Close, and died
n 1730, In the poem Joan gets dissat-
Isfied with being a household drudge,
ind declares that her work is harder
than her husband’s labors in the field.
He offers to exchange places with her,
and she consents, The result is thag
both are quite content to go back into
their legitimate spheres.

The Letter's Condition,
Employer—What do you mean by lete
ting that letter blow out of the win-
dow? You must be drunk.
Clerk—No, sir; I am not drunk, but 2
regret to say that the letter s three

sheets In the wind.—Exchange. -



